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Hoyer And Clyburn
Reach Accord Over
Dispute For House
Democratic Whip Position

NOVEMBER 18 - NOVEMBER 24, 2010

Clifton Davis To
Keynote 2011
Martin Luther King,
Jr. Drum Major For
Justice Awards
Banquet

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

SPECIAL TO THE BY
AFRO-AMERICAN
NEWSPAPERS (DC)

Clifton Davis

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Clifton Davis, an American
actor, songwriter and minister
will keynote the 26th Annual
Ma rt in Luther King, Jr.
National Parade & Battle of
Bands Drum Major For Justice
Awards Banquet. For more than
30 years Clifton Davis has
shared his unique gifts with
audiences around the world.
Davis is probably best known
for his 5-year run as Reverend
Rueben Gregory on the popular
NBC television series, “Amen,”
which continues in reruns on
cable TV. His earlier series,
“That’s My Mama, served to
established him as a widely
known actor and television star.
Raised on Long Island, he
began his career in New York
City in the Broadway show,
Hello Dolly. Six years and five
Broadway shows later, Davis
headed to Hollywood and the
rest is history.

Sevell Brown

In recent years, Mr. Davis
has appeared in such films as
“ A n y G i v e n S u n d a y, ”
“Halloweentown High,”
“Kingdom Come,” “Max
Keeble’s Big Move,” “Soldiers
of Change” and “The Climb.”
He has also been a guest star on
such shows as, “Half & Half,”
“American Dreams,” “The
Jamie Foxx Show,” “Living
Single,” “Sparks,” “Malcolm &
Eddie,” “Grace Under Fire,”
“Party of Five,” “The Sentinel,”
“In The House” and many
more. His other television
credits include starring in “The
Melba Moore & Clifton Davis
Show”.
Davis received a Grammy
nomination for his hit composition, “Never Can Say
Goodbye.” As a singer and

KEYNOTE

continued on pg. 3

WA S H I N G T O N , D C Following a Friday night
meeting, which averted a fearful
p u b l i c Dem o crat i c C au cu s
battle for power, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., asked
her party colleagues to support
Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C.,
for a newly created “assistant
leader” position.
The action settles a storm
that had been gathering as
House Democrats organize
themselves as the minority party
i n t h e Ho u s e i n t h e 11 2 t h
Congress.
In a letter to her fellow
Democrats, Pelosi wrote
“should I receive the privilege
of serving as House Democratic
Leader, I will be very honored
to nominate our outstanding
colleague, Congressman Jim
Clyburn of South Carolina, to
serve in the number three House
Democratic position. I will also
ask the Caucus to designate that
position as Assistant Leader.”
The action followed a night
meeting among top Democrats
with Pelosi and Clyburn
present, according to The AP.
When they emerged, Pelosi
announced creation of a third
post in the House Democratic
Caucus.
Clyburn has served as the

Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-MD

Rep. James Clyburn, D-SC

Democratic Majority Whip
since 2007. As a result of the
sweeping losses suffered by
House Democrats in the recent
elections, Clyburn was forced
i nt o a b a t t l e w i t h H o u s e
Democratic Leader Rep. Steny
Hoyer, D-MD., to retain the
Democratic Whip position as
the Democrats transition to a
minority status in the House.
Democrats lost at least 60
House seats in the Nov. 2
elections, reducing their caucus
to about 188 members and
meaning it would take at least

95 votes, in a secret ballot, to
win a spot in the leadership in a
battle that was sure to be
racially tinged.
Hoyer has broad support
among both moderate and conservative Democrats, according
to The Hill. Last week, seven
Democratic committee chairmen
in the House sent a letter to their
colleagues in support of Hoyer
for the Whip position. Rep.
Barney Frank, D.-MA, Rep.
Howard L. Berman, D-CA,
Rep. Nick J. Rahall, D-WVA,
Rep. Bob Filner, D-CA, Rep.

Silvestre Reyes, D-TX, Rep.
Edward J. Markey, D-MA, and
Rep. Henry Waxman, D-CA, all
indicated their preference for
Hoyer at the reins. In contrast,
however, Clyburn showed he
had the black votes.
The Congressional Black
Caucus, last week, announced it
is supporting Rep. James
Clyburn, D-SC, for Democratic

WHIP
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BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - Since
2000 there have been many reports
regarding a decline in the housing
sales market and the repossession of
many homes due to defaulted loans.
According to recent reports
published by RealtyTrac, Florida
still carries the title of holding the
second highest foreclosure rate in the
nation with Nevada being the first.
Officials from the City of St.
Petersburg and the St. Petersburg
Bar Association and Foundation is
reaching out to home owners in an
attempt to help decrease the trend of
foreclosure filings and proceedings.
T h ey h o s t ed a R es i d en t i al
Mortagage Foreclosure forum at the
Coliseum Sat., Nov. 13, where
consumers were provided information about the foreclosure process

and legal actions that might be
available for them to use to save their
home and credit in the event of
facing foreclosure.
There are many reasons why
people stop paying monthly
mortgage payments which could
cause the lender to start foreclosure
procedures against the homeowner.
Among them includes loss of jobs,
medical issues, and paying taxes and
insurance for a home that has lost its
value and can't be sold for the
amount of the loan that is current on
the property. Other homeowners
cites an issue that involves major
repairs needed on the home, which
t hr e a t e n s t h e s a f e t y o f t h e
homeowner and family, but they
can't afford to pay for.
"We came because our home is
unsalable and won't pass inspection
due to an improperly installed roof
that we were not made aware of
when we signed the sales agreement

Shawn Yesner, Esq.

two-years ago," Christia Badger
said. She attended the forum with
her husband, Robert to ask the
lawyers how foreclosure might
effect their credit and ability to
purchase a home in the future. "The
worst part of this situation is that the
sales agreement that contains the

Joshua Johnson

approved home inspection papers
can't be found and we are totally
responsible for repairing the roof.
We may have to let the home go into

FORECLOSURE
continued on pg. 3
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COMMUNITY NEWS

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no
real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for
the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
DNC Abandons Black Voters
And Loses The House
BY DANNY J.
BAKEWELL, SR.
CHAIRMAN
OF THE NNPA/
EXECUTIVE
PUBLISHER-LOS ANGELES
SENTINEL

At the funeral of former
Democratic National Committee
Chairman
Ronald
Brown,
former President Bill Clinton
made
an
announcement
stunning to some but obvious to
us. And that was had it not been
for the black vote, he would not
have been elected president in
l992 and re-elected in l996.
In the recent critically
important mid-term elections,
officials of the Democratic
National Committee either
ignored this political fact or
simply took the black vote for
granted. The results were a
disaster for Democratic house
members.
Why did the Democratic
National Committee fail to
mobilize and maximize the
black vote in the mid-term
elections? This is a salient
question because it is, or should
be obvious that in a close
election the turnout of black
voters will be the difference
between victory and defeat.
One answer to this question
is the fact that the Democratic
National Committee invests the
bulk of its resources in reaching
out to voters it was unlikely to
get and didn’t get while largely
ignoring the most loyal and traditional base of the party, black
voters.
It’s not as if another path
wasn’t suggested. I personally,
on behalf of the National
Newspaper
Publishers
Association (Black Press of
America) and our more than 200

Too Little, Too Late

black publishers nationally,
produced proposals for aggressively reaching the black voter
nationally. However, despite my
discussions
with
DNC
Chairman Tim Kaine, he and his
DNC trusted minions turned
their backs on us (the NNPA)
and black voters.
The only support we could
count on was DNC Political
Director, Clyde Williams, who
respected and understood the
value of the NNPA advertising
campaign, White House Senior
Advisor Valerie Jarrett and other
advocates such as Congressional
Black Caucus Chair, Barbara
Lee, Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
Democratic House Whip James
Clyburn, Rev. Al Sharpton, Rev.
Jesse Jackson and National
Urban League President Marc
Morial.
However, the DNC staff
followed their own ways—-a
little here, a little there, but not
enough to make a significant
difference and far too late.
Reaching voters is a complicated exercise in this digital age,
with the need to reach people
everywhere they consume
media. As the saying goes, all
politics is local. And the fact is,
on the grassroots level the
people most likely to vote are
those who use and trust the
media that responds to the needs
of their community on an
ongoing basis—-the Black Press
(NNPA).
Particularly for candidates at
the state and local level, support
of the community and its businesses send a tangible message
to voters that the candidate is
willing to invest resources in the
communities they hope to
represent. The candidate needs
to ask for our vote but in order to
make that point effectively, the

outreach must come early and
often, with backup resources.
Without question, President
Obama has the right vision and
the best plan to move America
forward but the Democratic
National Committee must do
better in helping him get his
message out to the people, particularly black people, to ensure
that we are inspired to vote. The
DNC must also value our vote.
I believe, in reality, the
Democratic “shellacking” could
have been avoided. The Obama
Administration, in a very short
time, has had enormous
successes—-health care reform,
the extension of unemployment
benefits, and more—-that touch
lives in a substantial way. But
who would know a story that
hasn’t been effectively communicated.
Democrats can’t expect to
win if the message of former
President Bill Clinton doesn’t
ring clearly in their ears and
brain. They also can’t expect to
win if they don’t or won’t go
into the black community and
ask black people for their vote.
When you look at the
election, where Democrats
advertised, went into the black
community, campaigned and
asked for our vote, we won. The
two best examples of this fact
are
California
and
Massachusetts however; there
are a host of other critical states
where candidates did not
advertise, go into the black
community or ask the black
voters to come out and vote, and
they lost. Democrats can’t
expect to win if at the end of the
day the verdict for black voters
is ignoring them or taking them
for granted. The strategy of “too
little, too late” is not a viable and
winning strategy.

Highlighting Young Adult
Christian Males

BY LINDA MOBLEY

Eric Hall is 31 years old and
works for the Pain Relief Center.
Hall is the Associate Minister at
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church and works with the
Youth and Young Adults
Ministry at the church. Under his
watch, the group has seen growth
and success. Eric has always
been well groomed and has
never worn his pants below his
waist. He was popular in school
because of his dress and his
Christian character. His favorite
book in the Bible is First John.
He has been active in the church
from 5 years old, and is a positive
influence in his family and in the
community. Eric feels that had
he not been brought up in the
church, and followed the
upbringing of his mom Joyce
Hall, he would not be the young

FORECLOSURE

Eric Hall

man that he is today.
Deric Hall is 29 years and
works for BEM Services. He is a
dad and enjoys working out,
shopping, and being active in the
Youth and Young Adults
Ministry at New Hope Baptist
Church. He has also been
working in the church since age

Deric Hall

five. He was popular in school
for being well dressed and having
a positive attitude. Deric has
modeled and competed in body
building contest. Recently he participated in an infomercial for a
diet and brand name exercise
machine. He was raised primarily
by his mom Joyce Hall.

continued from front page

foreclosure. We can't stay where
it's not safe to live and why should
we fix it."
Forum speakers focused their
presentations on the nuts and bolts
of foreclosure and alternatives to
foreclosures. Other presenters
offered other practical considerations for foreclosure, tax and credit
considerations, mortgage and
consumer fraud, using bankruptcy
to assist struggling homeowners
and investment properties and
second home issues.
"Don't be scared of the foreclosure process, be informed,"
Shawn Yesner, Esq., of Yesner &
Boss, P.L. said. Yesner's legal firm
was one of the community partners
that hosted the forum.
Mayor Bill Foster of the city of
St. Petersburg greeted attendees
and advised that homeownership is
important to the homeowner as
well as the city.
"There is no economic development without the ability to be
able to stay in your house," Foster
said. "We as a city and the Bar
Association care about your ability
to live comfortable and to remain
in your home. You deserve it."
The city's housing and
community development depart-

KEYNOTE

continued from front page

recording artist, he has enjoyed
success with his album “Say
Amen,” on Benson Records, and
has performed in concert around
the world.

Christia and Robert Badger

ment is seeing some decline in the
foreclosure rate and home value
rates have picked up a little.
According to Joshua Johnson,
Director of Housing and
Community Development with
City of St. Petersburg, the city is
working with the state and national
governmental bodies and other
local organizations to secure
funding that will be used to help
stabalize neighborhoods.
"Housing
Urban
Development (HUD) has provided
funding for the Neighborhood
Stabilization program, which buys
foreclosed homes and rehabs them
with energy efficiency," Johnson
said. "These home are made
available to sell to the median
income earner who can acquire a
loan from the banks. The city can

assist with down payment with a
zero percent interest rate." He
added that another program called
the Hardest Hit Mortgage program
assists the under employed or laid
off worker with making mortgage
payments for up to 18-months,
while they seek new employment
or a loan modification, that may
reduce their monthly payments.
They partner with the St.
Petersburg
Neighborhood
Housing Services and the Tampa
Bay Community Development
Corporation on this initiative.
Potential homeowners should
be sure to read all the details in all
sales agreements and if you need
assistance with issues regarding
foreclosure, contact the city for
assistance.

Davis was the Grand
Marshall of the 2009 24th
Annual and 2010 25th Annual
National Martin Luther King, Jr.
Drum Major for Justice Parade,
Battle of Bands & Drum Line
Additionally,
Extravaganza.
Davis served both years as co-

TV
ABC
anchor
with
Commentators/Host of the
National MLK Parade in St.
Petersburg, Florida. For additional contact mlkholidaylegacy@gmail.com or www.mlknationalparade.org or call 727827-8101.

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Spyder GT
White/Blk, Auto,
Leather, 47K mi.

$9,995

2006 Ford Freestyle
Limited V6 Burg/Gray,
Leather, Alloys, 3rd row,
41K mi.

$16,995

2007 Cadillac CTS
V6, Auto, Leather, Low
Miles, 6 in stock,
from

$19,995

2006 Lexus RX330

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, Alloys, 43K mi.
Like New.

$23,995

2003 Cadillac
CTS

2002 Chrysler
Sebring

White/Tan, Auto,
Leather, Alloys, 43K mi.

Limited Beige/Tan, Leather,
Chrome wheels, 55K mi.

$13,995

$10,995

2008 Mazda Miata
MX-5 GT

2005 Cadillas CTS

Blue/Tan, Auto, Leather,
18” Wheels, Spoiler,
49K mi.

White/Saddle, Auto, Leather,
17” Wheels, Padle Shift, 49K

$17,995

$16,995

2007 Chevy
Equinox LS

2004 Cadillac
CTS

Burg/ Gray, Auto, Full
Power, Alloy Wheels,
30K mi.

Silver/Gray, V-6, Auto,
Alloys, Leather, 50K mi.

2010 Chevy
Malibu LT

2009 Nissan
Cube Krome

$15,995

$15,995

Beige/Tan, Auto,
Full Power, Chrome
Wheels, 16K mi.

Auto, Full Power, Rockford
Fosgate Stereo, 4,817 miles

$17,995

$18,995

2007 Chevy
Silverado LT1500

2008 Ford Mustang
GT Coupe

2007 Cadillac SRX

2007 Toyota Sequoia

$19,995

$21,995

$22,995

$23,995

Extended cab 4x4, V8,
Chrome wheels, sliding rear
window, 34K mi.

2007 SAAB 9.3
Areo Conv.

Smoke/Gray, Auto, Chrome
Wheels, 38K mi. cert.

$24,995

Red/Blk, Auto, Leather,
Chrome Wheels, 18K mi.

DIMMITT

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

2008 Volvo V-70

2008 Cadillac CTS

$24,995

$28,995

Wagon, 3.2 Beige/Tan,
Leather, Alloys, Auto, 40K
mi. Like New.

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

V-6 Auto, Leather,
Alloys, 3 in stock,
Cert from

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, 20” Wheels,
NAVI, Cert.

2 WD, V8, SR5,
Silver/Gray, 3rd Row
43K mi.

2008 Cadillac DTS

Performance Luxury,
Sunoof, NAVI, 20” Chrome
Wheels 35K mi. cert.

$35,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2010

COMMUNITY NEWS
Organizations Receive Grants
To Expand Domestic Violence
Prevention And Treatment

ST. PETERSBURG – Two
local domestic violence agencies
are getting the help they need to
expand their services within the St.
Petersburg community, thanks to a
$10,000 grant presented to each
organization from Verizon
Wireless through the Verizon
Foundation.
“The variety of programs
provided by these organizations
helps numerous people in this
community,” said Pam Tope,
region president for Verizon
Wireless. “Helping families in
Florida obtain safe living environ-

ments and build safe relationships
will continue to be a key goal of
Verizon.”
Brookwood Florida-Central
will use its $10,000 Verizon grant
to provide therapeutic residential
services for abused, neglected and
at-risk teenage girls. This group
helps 50 adolescent girls at any
time find the shelter, the counseling
and the treatment they need. To
help ensure the future independence of these young ladies,
Brookwood Florida-Central is
devoted to helping these adolescent girls further their educational

and employability skills.
The grant presented to
Community Action Stops Abuse
(CASA) will help expand its You
Deserve to be Safe Even in
Di ffi cu l t E co n o m i c Ti m es
program. With this program,
CASA is furthering its mission of
providing shelter and support for
survivors of domestic violence.
The Verizon Foundation, the
philanthropic arm of Verizon
Communications, awards grants
each year to organizations working
to foster awareness and prevention
of domestic violence in Florida.

Florida Department of Transportation - District Seven
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven, invites you to participate in the Five-Year Tentative
Work Program Public Hearing for Fiscal Years July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2016. The Tentative Work Program covers
the next five years of preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, construction, and public transportation projects
for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas Counties and includes Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise projects in
these counties. These hearings are being conducted pursuant to Chapter 120 and 339.135(4)(d), Florida Statutes.
The hearing will be held: Monday, December 13, 2010, 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
The hearing is being conducted as a webinar, which is a live presentation over the internet. Registration
is required to attend the webinar (space is limited). Please visit the website below to register:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/481555299
If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, site access locations are provided at any of the following locations:
Florida Dept. of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Dr, Tampa, FL 33612
Citrus County: Lecanto Gov’t Building, 3600 Sovereign Path, Lecanto, FL 34461
Hernando County: MPO Offices, 20 N. Main St, Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 18th Floor, Tampa, FL 33601
Pasco County: West Pasco Gov’t Center, 7530 Little Rd, Board Room, New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 600 Cleveland Street, 7th Floor, Clearwater, FL 33755
The department will receive verbal and written comments from organizations and the general public at
each location. Written comments not received at the public hearing must be postmarked by January 3, 2011 to
become part of the official public hearing record. Written comments may be mailed to: Donald J. Skelton, P.E.,
District Secretary, Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-100, Tampa, Florida 33612-6456
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status.
Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who
require translation services (free of charge) should contact Ms. Lee Royal, Community Liaison Administrator,
at (813) 975-6427 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing(s).

Carol J. Cook Elected School
Board Chairperson

Carol J. Cook was elected
chairperson of the Pinellas
County School Board at an
organizational meeting this
morning in the conference hall
of the administration building,
301 Fourth St. SW, Largo.
Board members elected Robin
Wikle vice chairperson.
Cook was elected to the
school board in 2000 and reelected in 2004 and 2008. Mrs.
Cook served on the Florida
School Boards Association
Board of Directors and has
served on several task forces

for the Florida Department of
Ed u c a t i o n . S h e i s a p a s t
president of the Pinellas
County Council of PTA's.
Wikle was elected to the
board in 2008. She currently
serves on the Pinellas County
Schools ESE Administrative
Board, Pinellas Community
Foundation Board, and the
Pinellas Education Foundation
Doorways Committee. Wikle
also is a member of the Value
Adjustment Board of the
Pinellas County Board of
Commissioners and the

Pinellas County Task Force for
Drug Addiction.
At the meeting, the
Honorable Judge Michael
Andrews administered the
Oath of Office to newly-elected
board members, Terry Krassner
and Lewis Williams along with
re-elected board members
Li n d a L e r n e r a n d P e g g y
O'Shea.
In other board action, Carol
Cook was named as Florida
School Board Association legislative liaison and Janet R.
Clark will serve as alternate.

Treat Your Guests For Less

ST. PETERSBURG - If
your home is the home for
family and friends this holiday
season, chances are you’re
looking for ways to keep
everyone comfortable and
content while sharing in the
holiday cheer. Progress Energy
offers a number of suggestions
to help the hospitable host
control energy costs without
taking away from the holiday
fun.
The quest to save energy
and money this holiday season
begins in the kitchen.
An oven costs 33 cents an
hour to operate. Save time and
money by baking holiday
goodies together.
When reheating yesterday’s
treats, opt for the toaster oven or
microwave. A toaster oven
costs just 7 cents per hour to

operate, and a microwave
typically uses about 75 percent
less energy than an oven. When
possible, consider using a slow
cooker, which can cook an
entire meal using only about 17
cents worth of electricity.
Chances are the flurry of
excitement within your home
will mean more people than
usual are heading to the fridge.
Minimize the impact of every
trip by keeping your refrigerator well stocked. This will
lessen the amount of time and
energy it takes to cool back
down after the door is opened.
Better yet, put your guests’
drinks on ice to give your fridge
a break while allowing yourself
room to work in the kitchen.
If you’re entertaining
guests with a passion for technology, there’s a good chance

they could spend some time
playing video games in front of
the TV. Be sure they’re not
running up your energy bill in
the process. A plasma TV and a
video game system can use as
much energy as a refrigerator.
Even when they’re turned off,
these electronics and others
often draw a charge. The best
solution is to turn off the power
strip connected to any unused
electronics.
If there is a fireplace in your
home, you can reduce the
amount of energy used to keep
your guests warm and cozy by
lighting a fire instead of turning
on the central heating system.
Just remember to close the flue
when the fireplace isn’t in use to
prevent the loss of warm air.
For more energy-saving tips,
visit www.savethewatts.com.

THE MARKET PLACE
3951 - 34th Street South, St. Petersburg FL • Open: Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun.

Come In and Sign Up to WIN a $1,000.00 Shopping Spree
($1000.00 Shopping Spree Sponsored by The Market Place)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tight Budgets Wearing Designer Labels

KATIE PENTEDEMOS
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

With the economic recession,
it may seem almost impossible to
revamp the closet and go from
flowery summer dresses to
delightful fall and winter scarves,
boots, jeans and sweaters. But
don’t get in a state of gloom just
yet.
Designers’ Consigner has the
unique combination of low prices
for designer labels. People from
all walks of life enjoy this thrifty
boutique. Whether you live in
Midtown or in old northeast, the
savings at Designers’ Consigner
appeal to the most discreet
fashion eye.
Located at 1033 Central Ave.,
Designers’Consigner has fabulous
gently used designer fashions at
lower prices than any would dare
find at retail shops.
Julie Karikas, owner, has been
in business for eight years. Karikas
said she has watched the market
demand for resale clothing in St.
Petersburg grow.
“ Wi t h s o m e w o n d e r f u l
employees, I have watched it grow
from a humble “mom and pop”
operation to a solid business that
provides a great service to the
residents of St. Petersburg, Tampa
and beyond,” Karikas said.
When the consigned clothing

has been at the store for a couple of
months, prices are gradually
reduced.
“Our prices are generally
between 30 and 50 percent off
retail,” Karikas said. “That means
Chanel bags, True Religion jeans
and other luxury items are within
the budgets of teachers, office
managers, etc.”
With designer names like
Chanel, Michael Kors, Lilly
Pulitzer, Jimmy Choo, Kate Spade,
Nicole Miller and Louis Vuitton,
shoppers find great items without
spending too much money. The
inventory appeals to women of all
ages, fashion tastes and sizes.
St. Petersburg native Kristin
E s h c h e n r o e d e r, 2 5 , v i s i t s
Designers’ Consigner at least once
a week to see what’s new on the
well-stocked racks.
“If something doesn’t sell for
say $50, a couple weeks later it will
be $35 and if it still hasn’t sold it’s
almost 50 percent off the total
price,” Eshchenroeder said. “I
love going in and getting
jewelry. There’s a bin where
everything is only $5, and most of
it is sterling silver.”
Aside from the $5 jewelry bin,
the staff graciously assists in
adding to your wardrobe.
“The women are very
helpful,” Eshchenroeder said. “I
really liked a Marc Jacobs vest that
they had but I couldn’t find the

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

right shirt to go under it and they
had one for me to try on within
minutes.”
Jennifer Gross was excited to
save money at Designers’
Consigner on jeans that typically
sell at retail stores for as much as
$300.
“True Religion jeans are my
absolute favorite,” Gross said. “I
got a pair for $70. True Religion.”
In addition to providing
designer clothing at affordable
prices, the boutique also gives back
to the area. Karikas said she makes
an effort to help the community by
partipating in at least one outfit
sponsorship a month.
“We try to find individuals
who need help getting dressed for
an interview or donate to a charity
that’s in need,” Karikas said.
For greater access and to meet
growing resale shopping needs,
Karikas opened a second boutique,
Designer Exchange, in St.

Petersburg on Central Avenue near
the Treasure Island Causeway.
Elaine Spatol, referred to as
“Elo” by customers, has been
working at Designers’ Consigner
for some time now and said
Karikas is compassionate toward
individuals and organizations in
need of assistance.
“We give a lot of our clothes to
CASA (Community Action Stops
Abuse) to help dress homeless
women,” Spatol said. “It’s all
about helping the people in the
community.”
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate
students. NNB serves the USF St.
Petersburg campus and the surrounding community. Please call
us at 727-327-2129 to report your
community news, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Thursday, Nov. 18 - Art is Alive in Midtown, at Enoch Davis
Center; 1111 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Art on Display
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Awards presentation: 6:00 PM. The
African-American Arts Council, Inc. of Tampa Bay will cohost its' annual art exhibit. Local artists of all ages will
display their work for prizes and for sale. This event is free
and the public is welcome to come and see what beautiful
work is being produced in our area. Visit
www.stpete.org/recreation or call 727-893-7159 for details.

Friday and Saturday, Nov. 19-20 - Women's Running Half
Marathon / 5K and Health & Fitness Expo, 2 p.m. – 7 p.m.,
Runners from across the country and Canada take to the
waterfront and downtown for the second annual Half
Marathon/5K to benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
Get the latest tips in fitness, exercise clothing and
equipment at a two-day fitness expo at the Renaissance
Vinoy, 501 Fifth Ave., St. Petersburg. Visit www.womenshalfmarathon.com or call 727-502-9202.

Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 20-21 - 'Tis the Season
Holiday Market & Expo, Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N., Sat. 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun.10 a.m. to 5 p.m. www.tampabayexpos.com, www.stpete.org/coliseum or 727-892-5202. Free.
100 specialty merchants with clothing, jewelry, handbags,
food, art, home decor, children's items and so much more.

FORCLOSURE? We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.

Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33714
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

SILVERLINING BEAUTY CENTER
1834 49th Street South Ste. B, St. Petersburg, FL 33707
(727) 328-2623

Fall Special $10.00
Basic Rollerset/Wrap
Monday by Appt. only
Tues-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-3

FREZELL’S CARWASH
& UPHOLSTERY

NEW LOCATION

We Make Cars & Furniture Look Brand New

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600

Cell: 727-894-7750
Shop: 727-823-8509
FREZELLE ROUX, Owner/Operator

DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA

1605 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

If you are 62 years or
disabled on a limited income

YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

Board Certified Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!

UNIQUE STYLEZ and CUTZ

MLF TOWERS

WALK-INS WELCOME
YOGI
115 - 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Call 727-557-4511 • Monday-Saturday

OFFICE PARTIES, RETIREMENT, FAMILY REUNIONS,

ANNIE’S HAIR BOUTIQUE
575 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

BIRTHDAYS, LUNCHEON MEETING, CHURCH EVENTS

LET US PLAN YOUR COMPLETE PARTY!
SUGGESTED MENU
1. HOT & COLD HOR D'OEUVRES
2. HOT & COLD BUFFET
3. FRUIT CENTERPIECE, FLOWERS
4. SERVICE, CHINA, GLASSES, LINEN, ETC.

FREE DELIVERY

MARY'S COUNTRY
COOKING AND
CATERING
916 32nd Street N.
727 217-6639

727-323-0269

BOOTH RENTAL AVAILABLE
SPECIALS:
• Press and Curls
• Damaged Hair
• Individual Lashes @ $20

ASK FOR
ANNIE

OPEN
WED. - SAT.
10 am - 6 pm

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

CLASSIFIED
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER Office/Advertising Manager, Marketing/Circulation Manager and
Sales Associates. Call 727-896-2922 for more information.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Thursday Nights: 9:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15 a.m.; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30 p.m. ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30 p.m.; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15 p.m.

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Matters Of The Heart Ministry

Matters of the Heart Radio
and Connecting Point
M i n i s tr y, pr ayer le ader,
Princess Denise Wright, Team
captain, Min. Bettie Thomas,
ask you to join in a time of
prayer, praise, worship and fellowship with the Lord, com-

manding the morning so that the
dayspring will know its p l a c e
a n d w e l c o m e t h e ministry
of the Holy Spirit for breakthrough!Call or send prayer
requests to Matters of the
Heart Unity Prayer
L i n e . Contact numbers are

727-488-8818 (St. Petersburg) or
813-293-3126 (Tampa). Or visit
online at www.matersoftheh e a r t m i n i s t r y. o r g . S e t
your alarms and call in for
p r a y e r w e e k l y M o n d a y,
Wednesday and Friday from
5:30-6:30 a.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the lost
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.”
You’re invited to attend the
Seven x 7 Community
Thanksgiving Service 6 p.m.
Sunday, November 21st, at
Gateway Christian Center, 4355
Central Avenue (St. Petersburg).
Attention Young Adults!
Join us every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
for a Bible Study specifically
designed for you in our
Education Building, 919 20th
Street South.

Calling all middle and high
school students: We’re seeking
students for the “I Have a
Dream Mass Choir.” FMI or to
Sign-up: info@mzprogressive.org or call 727.894.4311,
ext. 275.
Real Teens, Real Issues,
Real Solutions: Every 2nd &
4th Sunday our One-80 Teen
Ministry offers a wo rs h i p
service in our Youth Chapel,
tailored to reach teens and the
issues they face daily. And,
each Wednesday evening at

6:30 p.m., One-80 conducts a
Bible Study that enlightens
teens in accordance to God’s
Word. All teens are welcome!
30 minutes can make a difference in your life! Join us
for Mid-Day Bible Study
Wednesdays, Noon to 12:30
p.m., in our main sanctuary, 955
20th Street South.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. John Missionary Baptist Church

Saint John Missionary
Baptist Church, 3200 5th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg,

FL. Rev. Norris L Martin, Pastor.
Youth Dual Day, Sunday,
Nov. 28, 11:00 a.m. Speaker:

Rev. Joseph Gordon. Theme:
Living In Holy Expectation
(2nd Peter 3:9-14)

United For Christ Freewill Baptist Church

United For Christ Freewill
Baptist Church is in search for a

musician. Please contact Pastor
Ford for more information,

727-258-4993, Church cell
phone 727-744-3589.

Bethel AME Church

"Friday's Get Happy Hour"
Step to the Gospel for better
health.
Come and step to the Gospel
Beat at the weekly "Friday's Get
Happy Hour" at Bethel AME,

beginning at 6 p.m. Have fun
stepping to the Gospel Beat,
while striving to improve your
health and fellowshipping with
others. This activity is open to
the
general
public
and

donations are accepted. Bethel
AME is located at 912 3rd
Avenue North, St. Petersburg.
For more information contact
Jeanie Blue at 727-321-0600
extension 22.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to
t h e community at large, its
wish that there would be
a n o v e r f l o w i n g o f G o d ’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as
its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a w o r l d
hungering
for
and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.

November Calendar
of Events
Nov. 21 - Right Hand of
Fellowship during the 10:45
a.m. service. For members
who have completed orientation and have not received the
right hand of fellowship.
Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving
Day.
Nov. 29 - Christmas with
the Community PreChristmas Meeting.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday at 5:00

p . m . Members and the
general public are invited to
come out and study the Bible
with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every M o n d a y f r o m 7 8 : 0 0 p . m . (Bible Study).
Sunday
School
Teachers’ Meeting is held
every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Thursday
evening at 7:00.

The Weekly Challenger

*Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $25 for 6 month or $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $40 for 6 month or $80 yearly

RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________
Phone No:_______________________________________________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

(or)

Renewal ❏

Date: _______________ Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏
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Comments: _____________________________________________________________________

ADVE RTI S E YO U R C H U RC H EVE N T
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E : 727-896-2922

Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
*HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OUT & ABOUT

W STEVE

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Denzel Washington

Relay For Life Kick Off Party
Together with over a millions supporters,
the American Cancer Society (ACS) saves
lives and creates a world with less cancer and
more birthdays by helping people stay well,
helping people get well, by finding cures, and
by fighting back.
The American Cancer Society is a nationwide, community-based voluntary health
organization dedicated to eliminating cancer
as a major health problem. Headquartered in
Atlanta, Georgia, the ACS has 12 chartered
Divisions, more than 900 local offices nationwide, and a presence in more than 5,100 communities.
Teams all over the state of Florida and
country are hosting kick-off parties in preparation for the Relay for Life to educate people on
the deadly killer “cancer” and to raise money
for research. The kick off was a huge success
last year. There was lots of great inspirational
speaking by survivors and family members.
There was great music and lots of food
and vending. Many businesses provided
giveaways to the attendees and a plethora of
information was provided regarding Cancer
and the American Cancer Society. The event
chair is Dwight D. Wilson who also
chaired this successful event last year and has
huge heart for the fight against cancer.
The event was held on Tuesday night
November 16, 2010 from 6-7:00 p.m. at C ha
Cha Coconuts on top of the P ie r.

Hundreds gathered to participate and launch
this exciting event which was a sedge way to
the the 2011 Relay for Life that will be held on
May 13th and 14th at the Al Long Field. Event
chair, Wilson said, “It is so refreshing to see so
many in the community concerned about the
fight against cancer and being supportive”! I
personally participated in the event last year
and had a wonderful time. It was very exhilarating and the energy dispersed by the participants and the survivors were phenomenal. I
would admonish all to please participate in the
upcoming Relay for Life.
Come see how YOU can make a difference
in the fight against cancer. Register your team
for the 2011 Relay For Life of Downtown St.
Petersburg. Teams can register to qualify to
reserve your campsite and earn Spirit Points
and choose your CARTOON-themed team
name.
Cancer is the silent killer that has touched
all of our lives in one way or another. So I
charge all to support, undergird, and participate in as many efforts as possible regarding
the fight against Cancer.
For more information regarding the
Relay for Life visit the website at www.relayforlife.org/downtownstpetersburgfl You may
call the community representative Ms. Nina
Lonata at 727-812-7004. Thank you for
reading, and I hope you have enjoyed your
time OUTANDABOUTW/Steve.
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Denzel Hayes Washington,
Jr., born December 28, 1954, is
an American actor and director.
He has garnered much critical
acclaim for his work in film
since the 1990s, including for
his por tr a ya ls of r e a l- lif e
figures, such as Steve
B iko, Ma lc olm X, R ubin
“Hurricane” Carter, Melvin B.
Tols on, F r a nk L uc a s a nd
Herman Boone.
Wa s hington ha s be e n
awarded three Golden Globe
awards and two Academy
Awards for his work. He is
notable as the second AfricanAmerican man, after Sidney
Poitier, to win the Academy
Award for Best Actor, which he
received for his role in the
2001 film “Training Day.”
During the summer of
1976, Washington spent his
summer in Southern Maryland,
in St. Mary's City, acting
summer stock theater in the
Wings of the Morning, the
Maryland State play. Shortly
after graduating from Fordham,
Washington made his professional acting debut in the 1977
made-for-television movie
“Wilma.” He made his film
debut in the 1981 film “Carbon
Copy.”

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

Why Take Your Loved One Out Of Town?
KEEP YOUR LOVED ONES
IN ST. PETERSBURG AT

WOODLAWN MEMORY GARDENS

Denzel Washington

His big break came when
he starred in the popular television hos pita l dr a m a , “ S t.
Elsewhere” from 1982 to 1988.
He was one of a few actors to
appear on the series for its
entire six-year run. In 1987,
after appearing in several
minor television, film and
stage roles, Washington starred
as South African AntiApartheid political activist,
Steve Biko, in Richard
Attenborough's “Cry
Freedom,” a role for which he
received an Oscar nomination
for Best Supporting Actor. In
1989, Washington won an
Oscar for Best Supporting
Actor for playing a defiant,
self-possessed ex-slave in the
film “Glory.” Also that same
year, he gave a powerful performance as the conflicted and
disillusioned Reuben James, a
Caribbean-born British soldier
who, despite a distinguished
military career abroad, turns to
a life of vigilantism and
violence upon his return to
civilian life in for Queen and
Country.
I n 2 0 0 0 , Wa s h i n g t o n
appeared in the crowd-pleasing
Disney film, “Remember the
Titans,” which grossed over
$100 million at the United
States box office. He was
nominated and won an Oscar
for Best Actor for his next film,
the 2001 cop thriller, “Training
Day,” as Det. Alonzo Harris, a
rogue LAPD cop with questiona ble la w- e nf or c e m e nt
tactics. The role was a muchacclaimed change-of-pace for
the actor, who was known for
playing many heroic leads. The
same night Washington won
Best Actor for “Training Day,”

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

Sidney Poitier received an
Honorary Academy Award.
Washington holds the record
for most Oscar nominations by
an actor of African descent; so
far he has earned five.
After appearing in 2002s
box office success, the health
care-themed John Q.,
Washington directed his first
film, a well-reviewed drama
called “Antwone Fisher,” in
which he also co-starred.
Between 2003 and 2004,
Washington appeared in a
series of thrillers that
performed generally well at the
box office, including “Out of
Time,” “Man on Fire” and
“The Manchurian Candidate.”
In 2006 he starred in “Inside
Man,” a Spike Lee-directed
bank heist thriller co-starring
Jodie Foster and Clive Owen,
and “Déjà Vu” released in
November 2006. Next, he costarred with Russell Crowe in
“American Gangster” and
directed and starred in “The
Great Debaters” with Forest
Whitaker.
Washington will next star
as New York subway security
chief Zach “Z” Garber in “The
Taking of Pelham 1 2 3,” a
remake of the 70's thriller,
“The Taking of Pelham One,
Two, Three,” opposite John
Travolta and directed by Tony
Scott, opening in June 12,
2009. He is also attached to
star as CIA intelligence officer
Brandon Scofield in the film
adaptation of Robert Ludlum's
Cold War spy thriller “The
Matarese Circle,” and in
February 2009, he will begin
filming “The Book of Eli,” a
post-Apocalyptic drama set in
the near future.
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C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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STATE NEWS
More Than 8,400 Square
Miles Of Gulf Waters
Reopen For Fishing

The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) cleared another 8,403
square miles of Gulf waters for
fishing. The area reopened is due
south of the Florida/Alabama
state line extending west to the
Louisiana state water line. This
opening leaves just a fraction of
the Gulf of Mexico closed to
fishing. To see a map from
NOAA that shows what is now
open and what remains closed,
visit http://www.foodsafetynews.com/2010/11/gulf-areaclosed-to-fishing-continues-toshrink-1/.
The area just reopened has
been sampled between August 31
and November 1 for oil or sheen.

NOAA workers tested finfish and
shrimp, including tuna, swordfish,
and royal red shrimp. They report
finding no detectable oil or dispersant odors or flavors. Results
of chemical analysis for oilrelated compounds and dispersants were well below levels of
concern.
“This is the first reopening
where we have added a supplemental test to detect dispersants
in seafood, and all the samples
passed,” said Jane Lubchenco,
Ph.D., Unde r S ecret ary o f
Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere and NOAA
Administrator. “This is yet
another indication that our Gulf
seafood is safe for consumption.”

NOAA continues its work
with the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) on testing
to detect any presence of dispersants in Gulf seafood. They are
still working a broad scale
seafood sampling which includes
testing seafood from inside and
outside the closure area. They
also test dockside and marketbased seafood.
An area covering 1,041
square miles immediately surrounding the Deepwater Horizon
wellhead remains closed to
fishing. To date, NOAA has
reopened more than 82,900
square miles of oil-impacted
federal waters under this protocol
and sampling regime.

FWC Announces Manatee
Decal Art Contest For
High School Students

The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Co n s e r vation Commission
(FWC) invites high school art
students across the state to participate in a contest to create a piece
of manatee artwork that will be
used on the 2011-2012 manatee
decal.
Florida students in grades 912 should coordinate with their
school’s art teacher to submit the
artwork, because each school
may submit no more than five
entries. Home-schooled students
also are eligible to enter the
contest. Contest details and forms
are available online at
http://myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATS/manatee_index.htm
#Decal.
Decals depicting manatees
are available at any Florida
county tax collector’s office by
donating five-dollars or more to
the Save the Manatee Trust Fund.
Money from the sale of these
decals supports manatee-protection efforts, such as rehabilitation, rescue, research,
enforcement
and
public
education. Vehicle owners can

support
m an at ees
by
including their donation when
they register their vehicle or
vessel.
Nove mber i s M an at ee
Awareness Month in Florida.
Manatees become more visible in
the rivers and springs this month
as they move from the estuaries
and bays seeking warmer waters.
As a result, boating speed zones
changed in many coastal counties
on Nov. 15, and the FWC advises
boaters to be on the lookout for
the endangered Florida manatee.
Manatee Decal Art Contest
Requirements:
- All entries must be the sole,
original work of the artist.
- Student artists must attend
a Florida public, private or
home school for high school,
grades 9-12.
- Art teachers may submit no
more than five entries per school.
Home-school parents may submit
one student entry per homeschool group.
- The designs should be in full
color, using acrylic, gouache, oil,
silkscreen, woodcut and/or digital

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

art. The design may be realistic or
abstract, as long as the image
depicts a recognizable manatee.
- Designs must be formatted
to an 11-inch by 8.5-inch horizontal format. The winning image
will be cropped for an oval or
circular border.
- Artwork should be affixed
to a backboard and covered
loosely with a protective
covering.
Entries must be postmarked
on or before Jan. 28, 2011.
Failure to follow any of the
requirements will disqualify
entries from being considered for
the contest. FWC artists and
bi o l o g i s t s wi l l j u d g e t h e
entries in February. The
winning design will be used to
create a final decal for distribution through county tax collectors’ offices around the state.
To v i e w p r e v i o u s
manatee decals, go to
MyFWC.com/Manatee. For
more information, please
contact Bonnie Abellera at
bonnie.abellera@MyFWC.com
or call 850-617-6052.
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Senator Nan Rich Announces
First Leadership Team Pick

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Incoming Senate Democratic
Leader Nan Rich (D-Weston)
on Wednesday announced her
selection of Senator Arthenia
Joyner (D-Tampa) to serve as
her pro tempore for the 20102012 legislative term.
“Senator Joyner is recognized as a spirited advocate
for human rights and criminal
justice reform, as well as a

savvy businesswoman
attuned to the needs of the
communities she serves,”
said Senator Rich. “As a
leader in the Caucus, she will
continue that same passionate
de d i c a t i o n t o o u r s t a t e ’s
residents, ensuring that the
campaign promises to get
Florida back to work are the
promises kept.”
Senator Joyner, an

attorney first elected to the
Senate in 2006, will be the
Democratic Caucus’ second
in command. She previously
served as a Democratic Whip
during the last two administrations.
A life-long resident of
Ta m p a , S e n a t o r J o y n e r
received both her undergraduate and law degrees from
Florida A&M University.

New Credit Card Regulations

SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE PRECINCT
REPORTER GROUP

The relationship between
consumers and credit card
companies is in the midst of a
dramatic shift. New regulations
signed into law last year by
President Obama are set to take
effect Feb. 22, 2011 and they’re
impacting the way Americans
qualify for, obtain, and use their
credit cards.
The first wave of guidelines
associated with the Credit
CARD Act of 2009 went into
effect in 2009, such as a 21-day
statement mailing requirement.
Now, the majority of reforms are
set to alter the credit landscape.
“These new regulations
represent the most sweeping
reforms to the credit card
industry in nearly 30 years,” said
Mike Sullivan, director of
education for Take Charge
America, a national non-profit
credit counseling agency. “The
notorious fine print is changing,
and every consumer needs to
know how this will impact their
budgets and future planning.
There are pros and cons, all
depending on your individual
financial situation.”
Sullivan offers a breakdown
of rule changes that affect most
consumers:
Interest Rates: Interest
rates cannot increase during the
first year on new accounts, and
promotional rates must last for at

WHIP

continued from front page
Minority Whip, the second
highest party post in the House
for the 112th Congress.
“The Congressional Black
Caucus endorses Majority
Whip Clyburn,” Rep. Barbara
Lee, D-CA, said in a
statement: “He (Clyburn) has
been an extremely effective

least six months. In most cases,
retroactive rate increases – or
interest rate hikes on existing
accounts – have been banned.
Additionally, universal default
has been banned. This refers to
the practice of increasing credit
card users’ interest rates based
on their payment records with
unrelated accounts, such as a
utility or phone bill.
Payments and Billing: The
due dates for monthly payments
must occur on the same day each
month. If the due date falls on a
weekend or holiday, payments
must be credited to the account
on the next business day. In
addition, double-cycle billing
has been banned. That means
credit card issuers cannot assess
finance charges for previous
billing cycles unless there was
an adjustment from a disputed
purchase or a payment was
returned for insufficient funds.
Disclosures: Credit card
issuers must provide the full text
of all agreements on their
websites. They are also required
to notify consumers of significant changes to their account
terms at least 45 days prior to
taking effect. If the consumer
doesn’t agree to those changes,
he or she has the option to close
the account, or “opt out.”
Fees: Consumers now must
opt-in for over-limit fees. If
they choose not to, over-limit
purchases will be rejected. If
assessed, an over-limit fee can
only occur once during each

b i l l i n g c y c l e . M o r e o v e r,
consumers cannot be charged
extra fees for making payments
electronically, by phone or by
mail. Expedited payments are
still subject to a fee, no matter
the delivery.
Qualification: Credit card
companies are required to
consider an applicant’s income
or assets and current debts prior
to approving credit. Previously,
income was self-reported. Now,
it will be estimated by the credit
bureaus using statistical models
based on information in a credit
report. While income can’t be
the sole determinant of refusing
credit, it can play a significant
role.
Yo u n g C o n s u m e r s :
Consumers younger than 21
cannot quality for credit cards as
easily. They must be able to
show proof of income or have an
adult co-signer. In addition,
credit card issuers cannot offer
free gifts to induce students to
sign up for credit cards within
1,000 feet of a college campus.
Business Credit Cards:
The new reforms only apply to
consumer credit cards, not commercial credit cards issued to
small business owners or
corporate accounts.
Additional provisions are set
to take effect throughout 2010.
For a full report, visit www.creditcards.com. For more information on Take Charge America,
visit www.takechargeamerica.org.

consensus-building member of
the Democratic Leadership
who has brought together all
corners of our caucus behind a
unified agenda.”
“With our country at a
crossroads, it is vitally
important that we have a leadership team in place that recognizes and reflects the
strength and diversity of both
the Democratic Caucus and

our great nation,” she said.
With the battle lines for the
Democratic Caucus Minority
Whip
position
apparently
resolved, for now, the Democrats
are now preparing to face a
Republican onslaught focused
on either repealing or radically
changing the Health Care and
other pieces of legislation
enacted during the Democratic
controlled 111th Congress.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
BUCS
CORNER
Buccaneers Taking On An Offensive Identity

LeGarrette Blout

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - The Tampa Bay
Buccaneers who are off to one of the
strongest starts in the NFC are not the
same old Bucs.
Eight seasons removed from
winning the franchise’s only Super
Bowl title with a dominating defense
that was among the NFL’s best for
more than a decade, the league’s
youngest team is building a new
identity with a rapidly improving
offense led by second-year quarterback Josh Freeman.
Freeman had the best passer
rating of his career during Sunday’s
31-16 victory over Carolina. And the
Bucs (6-3) gained a season-best 421
yards total offense while finally
showing signs of developing a
dependable running game.
The one-two punch of rookie
LeGarrette Blount and former
featured back Cadillac Williams
combined for 153 of Tampa Bay’s
season-high 186 yards on the ground.
Each scored a touchdown, with
Williams breaking a 45-yarder on

third-and-10 to seal the win in the
closing minutes.
Freeman, meanwhile, threw for
241 yards, two TDs and no interceptions for a 134.2 passer rating that left
coach Raheem Morris raving about
the “exciting” style of football the 22year-old has introduced to a market
that’s come to expect its team to be
driven by defense.
“W he n we t o o k o v er t h i s
program, me and Mark Dominik sat
down together and said we know it’s a
lot easier to win with a quarterback,”
said Morris, who replaced Jon
Gruden as coach following the 2008
season.
Freeman was the third quarterback selected in the 2009 draft behind
Matthew Stafford and Mark Sanchez.
One of Dominik’s first moves as
general manager was to acquire tight
end Kellen Winslow in a trade, and
this year’s draft brought two more
targets for Freeman receivers Mike
Williams and Arrelious Benn.
“It wasn’t a popular decision at
the time. ... But it’s a lot more fun to
win like this, and it’s a lot easier to
win when you have a quarterback of
this caliber that can go out there and
get the ball to all these weapons,”
Morris said.
After throwing for 10 touchdowns vs. 18 interceptions in nine
starts as a rookie, Freeman has 12 TD
passes against five interceptions
through nine games this season.
Williams and Benn, who were
among seven first-year players
starting for Tampa Bay against the
Panthers, have combined for seven

TD catches.
Freeman has impressed with his
ability to remain unruffled under
pressure. He’s led fourth-quarter
comebacks in four of Tampa Bay’s
six wins this year, and he figures to
get better playing with a lead if the
Bucs can continue to run the ball like
they did Sunday.
The 247-pound Blount, signed
off waivers after spending training
camp with the Tennessee Titans,
rushed for 91 yards against Carolina,
with 73 of them on an 87-yard march
he finished with his fourth touchdown
of the season.
Williams, who’s starts but has
become more of a third-down back
with the emergence of Blount, gained
62 yards on five carries. His clinching
TD came on his longest run since
2005, when he was the NFL offensive
rookie of the year.
The sixth-year pro’s biggest contribution has been in protecting
Freeman in passing situations,
however Morris said it would be a
mistake to underestimate what
Williams can do, especially with
holes like the one that opened on his
touchdown run.
A TD burst, incidentally, that
Williams averaging just 3 yards per
carry predicted in the huddle when he
implored an improving offensive line
to create some running room and
“I’m going to the house.”
“Those guys did a great job. It
wasn’t nothing but green grass,” he
added.
“Caddy called his shot. He said,
“We won’t have to throw the ball. I’m

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

going for six,” tight end John Gilmore
said. “I couldn’t help but laugh as I
followed him down the field. It was
Babe Ruth stuff.”
Morris said the running back’s
value to the team can’t be measured in
statistics.
Even though Blount is averaging
4.8 yards per carry and has added
another dimension to the offense with
size and surprising quickness,
Williams is counted on for leadership
and will remain a big part of game
plans.
“It’s easy to be the coach from
outside of the building if you don’t
know what’s going on inside, if you
don’t know how much Cadillac has
helped LeGarrette Blount get to this
point,” the coach said. “He means a
lot to us, he means a lot to our offense.
And he certainly means a lot to
Freeman. Just ask him.”
Williams said he wants to do
what’s best for the Bucs, who are tied
for second in the NFC South and play
at San Francisco (3-6) on Sunday.
“I am a competitor. I would love
to be out there to get more carries. But
it is what it is. We’re winning. We’re
6-3, and it’s just a pleasure to see
young guys out here playing good,”
the 28-year-old said.
“I personally feel like I have a lot
to offer. I still can do more. But it’s
team first with me. I’m going to
continue to support these guys, get
people ready to play, continue to be a
leader on this team. And whenever
my number if called, I’ve just go to try
to do the best with it.”

The Bucs (5-3) will host the Carolina Panthers (1-7) Sunday, Nov. 14th at 1:00 p.m.

Beating Giants Builds
Momentum For Dallas’ Garrett

Jason Garrett

BY JAIME ARON

IRVING, Texas (AP) - Jason
Garrett grabbed the attention of the
Dallas Cowboys the day he took
over, tightening rules and raising
expectations.
By leading the Cowboys to a
convincing victory in his debut, he’s
even more in control.
Players responded to their new
coach with the kind of performance
owner Jerry Jones dreamed of when
he switched leaders last week going
to New York and whipping the
Giants and their league-leading
defense. It showed the 44-year-old,
first-time coach knows what he’s
doing, and it could be the first step
toward dropping the “interim” label.
“Any time you win, it just gives
you chips to play with, so to speak,”
quarterback Jon Kitna said Monday.
“I think it gains momentum for him
moving forward.”
The Cowboys went in 1-7,
having dropped five straight and
looking more lost in each of those.
There was no telling whether they’d

take to Garrett’s no-nonsense
approach midway through an already
lost season after 31/2 years of being
coddled by Wade Phillips.
Kitna said the club “needed
anything to stop the bleeding.”
Instead of a bandage, they got a face
lift, turning into the club people
expected when this club was hyped
as potential NFC champions. Dallas
grabbed an early lead and built on it,
finding ways to keep making plays
even when things didn’t go its way.
Every time the division-leading
Giants started making a push, the
cellar-dwelling Cowboys pushed
back even harder.
“I thought our guys individually
responded when another guy made a
play on them,” Garrett said. “I
thought our units responded. And
then maybe most importantly, I
thought our team responded.”
It was a response Phillips could
no longer coax from this group, but
Garrett’s new way of doing things
could.
“You feel a different vibe around
here,” defensive end Stephen Bowen
said. “We worked really hard last
week and we showed what we get
when we work hard. ... I felt it just
from the beginning of the week it
was going to be a different effort.
Everybody was all in behind coach
Garrett, and you see how we played
out there.”
They played like a team that still
cares. Just look at what their cornerbacks did.
Terence Newman, already

playing with sore ribs, hurt an ankle
early and insisted on coming back.
Mike Jenkins, who admitted giving
up on a play when he could’ve tried
making a touchdown-saving tackle
the previous week, was playing hard
and well until hurting his neck. A few
plays after Jenkins went out,
undrafted rookie Bryan McCann
intercepted a pass and returned it 101
yards for a touchdown.
In the fourth quarter, safety Alan
Ball moved to cornerback in the
nickel package and snagged the first
interception of his career. That
preserved a 33-20 lead and gave the
offense a chance to run out the clock,
which it did by sending hardcharging Marion Barber into a worndown defense.
“There was a physicalness to our
play that allowed us to get to that
point,” Garrett said. “That’s a
positive thing and that’s the way we
want to end the games.”
Garrett’s mantra is to stack good
days together and see what happens
on game day. He had them in
meetings earlier in the mornings and
let them out earlier in the afternoons.
He had them in full pads on
Wednesday, helmets and shoulder
pads on Thursday, shells on Friday.
He also instituted a dress code,
requiring a sports coat, tie, slacks and
dress shoes on the team’s charter
flight. Barber was seen following only
the sports coat part of the new rules.
Asked repeatedly about this clear
violation, Garrett said, “The players
understand what the expectations are

and what the parameters are and
we’ll handle them with the consequences we think are right and we’ll
keep them in-house.”
But what about holding Barber
to a higher standard because he’s an
offensive captain? Why not
announce a fine or declare if that’s
why Felix Jones started?
“If they don’t meet those expectations we’re going to handle them
in-house and we’re not going to
talk about them publicly. OK?
Everybody got that going forward?”
Garrett said.
Garrett added that Barber would
remain a captain. He also said David
Buehler would remain the kicker
despite having an extra-point kick
blocked, then missing a short field
goal in the fourth quarter.
“He’s made them for us in the
past and we believe he’ll make them
for us again,” Garrett said.
As encouraging as this win was,
what Dallas does next will show
whether it was a fluke.
At least the Cowboys will have
the benefit of easier circumstances: at
home against the lowly Detroit
Lions. The Cowboys haven’t won
at home this season, but the Lions
haven’t won on the road since 2007,
an NFL-record 25 straight defeats.
“We’re 2-7 and we can’t hide
from that,” Kitna said. But we are a
2-7 team that just won one, so you
are moving forward. You certainly
have a better feel today. It’s nice to
come in and have things talked about
positively.”
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